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Dear 4-H Members, Leaders, Volunteers & Supporters, 

 Get into Putnam County 4-H! Putnam County 4-H is starting another 

fun and exciting year with new projects, activities and opportunities. We have 

some new clubs starting and still have openings in some of our existing clubs. 

Look inside to find out more information on clubs you can join this year and what 

they are doing. 

 You can start signing up today by contacting your local club leader or at 

your first club meeting. If you don’t remember when your meetings are held call 

your leader today because it  may  be  coming  soon. Remember  everyone  must  

enroll each year and pay their dollar for insurance, contact your leader for more 

information.  

 Please read this newsletter carefully as there are a lot of activities you 

can  get  involved  in  and  deadlines  for  activities. Don’t  forget  we  are  always     

looking for both youth and adult volunteers around the office and to help with 

activities. 

  

Please check the calendar for deadlines. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Crystal Fincher 

Extension Agent, 4-H 

 Are You Into It? 

September/November  2008 

Calendar            8 

http://4h.ifas.ufl.edu/newsandinfo/ClipArt/ClipArt page 04/clovernew.gif
http://4h.ifas.ufl.edu/newsandinfo/ClipArt/ClipArt page 04/clovernew.gif
http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://4h.ifas.ufl.edu/newsandinfo/ClipArt/ClipArt page 04/clovernew.gif
http://4h.ifas.ufl.edu/newsandinfo/ClipArt/ClipArt page 04/clovernew.gif


 

Cloverbud Roundup 

Cloverbuds are defined as 4-H youth ages five to seven, as of September 1st. They are some of our most exciting 

and involved members but sometimes they feel there are not many activities for them. We want to round them 

up for an exciting morning of fun and learning. Saturday November 8, 2008 will be the Cloverbud Round-up at 

the Ag Center. Deadline to register is October 22, 2008   and  we  need  at  least  five  youth  registered  by  the  

deadline to hold the round-up. 

Each September ALL 4-H members and volunteers are required to complete new 4-H enrollment forms to be 

eligible to participate in 4-H events and activities beginning  in  September.  When  you  enroll  it provides the  

4-H  office  with  up-to-date  information  about  many  things  including  mailing  and  health  information. You 

will receive our newsletter and announcements when you enroll and make sure to put your email address on 

your registration if you would like to start getting emailed information about opportunities on a regular basis. 

Re-enrollment and new enrollment forms can be picked up from your 4-H leader or the 4-H office and need to be 

returned no later than October 28, 2008. Return  your  forms  to  your  leader  or  the  4-H  office  if  you  are  an  

independent member. 

A mandatory meeting for all youth wanting to enroll as an Independent/ At Large 4-H  member  will  be  held  

on  October 20, 2008 at 6:00pm at the Ag Center. An Independent/ At-Large member is a member that is not 

part of a specific club (normally do to scheduling conflicts) but still completes projects and attends County 

Council meetings. The projects are done on your own and you are responsible for  completing 6  hours  of  work  

in  the  project which is turned in on June 1st of each year. If you have trouble or need help with the project it 

is your responsibility to contact the 4-H office and let us know you need help. If you don’t think you will be able 

to be part of a full time club, but still want to be part of 4-H, then come to the mandatory Independent/At-Large 

meeting.  

New Families Meeting 

 4-H Enrollment Paperwork 

Independent/ At Large Mandatory Meeting       

Are you new to 4-H and wondering what is out there for you? Look no further just come on out to the New 

Families Meeting held September 25, 2008 at 6:00pm at the Ag Center. We will provide refreshments while you 

listen to a short talk about the opportunities in 4-H and what is open to you. After the meeting you will have 

time to see what other clubs are doing and talk to seasoned 4-H members. Bring the whole family down to the 

Ag Center and find out why we all love 4-H.  
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You can gain statewide or national recognition if you demonstrate outstanding volunteer community service by 

applying for the Prudential Community Service Award. The award can be applied for by any 5-12 grade 4-H 

member and the recognition is extremely beneficial to youth. 4-H participants can apply for the award online at 

www.prudential.com/spirit. Applications must be completed, printed out, signed and submitted to the 4-H office 

by October 31, 2008. A county winner will then be selected and submitted to the state level judging. All state 

level honorees will receive special recognition and the top high schools and middle level youth in each state  

receives silver medallions, $1,000 awards and a fabulous trip to Washington , D.C., for national recognition. 

The top 10 national winners will win $5,000 awards, gold medallions, crystal trophies and $5,000 grants from 

The Prudential  Foundation  for  charitable  non-profit  organizations  of  their  choice.  Start  compiling  your  

community service hours today and apply for this outstanding award.    

Prudential Community Service Award  
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4-H Fairs 

St. Johns County Agricultural Fair 

St. Johns County Agricultural Fair will take place on November 18th through 23rd in Elkton and they offer open 

shows such as last years beef cattle prospect show. Contact St. Johns  County  Extension  for  more  information  at  

904-209-0430. 

The Northeast Florida Fair 

The  Northeast Florida Fair will be held on October 16-26, 2008 in Callahan. Please visit their website for additional 

information: http://www.neflfair.org. Many of the registration deadlines are fast approaching so contact them today. 

The Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair 

The Jacksonville Fair will be held October 29– November 9, 2008. Many of the registration deadlines require that 

registration  forms  be  to  the  Jacksonville  Fair  Office  by  October  1,  2008. For  more  information  including  all  

regulations, rules, contests, shows and entry forms please go to: http://www.jacksonvillefair.com 

State Fair  

The state fair is already holding seminars for youth interested in showing livestock of all shapes and sizes. Please 

visit the Florida State Fair livestock website for additional dates and registration deadlines:  

http://floridastatefair.com/content/view/40/39/  

 

 

2008 State 4-H Marine Ecology Event & Photo Contest 

The Marine Judging and Marine Photo event will be held on Saturday, November 15th, 2008 at the Osceola 

County Extension Office in Kissimmee. The 4-H office has  a  CD  available  to  check  out and  some  other  

materials if you are interested. There are also study guides, flash cards, sample answer sheets and additional 

information at the following websites: http://florida4h.org/projects/marine/state_mee.shtml and 

http://florida4h.org/projects/marine/state_photocontest.shtml . 

County Council meetings are normally held the first Tuesday  of  every  month  at  6:30 pm  in  the  Ag  Center  

Auditorium. Come out and be a part of the voice of Putnam County 4-H by making your thoughts heard. The 

next couple   meetings are scheduled on October 7th, November 6th (moved to Thursday because of voting). 

Some meetings may be in different locations due to community service projects. Call the  4-H  office  for  more  

details. 

District Council 

     County Council 

Want to be a part of more leadership building groups? The district council will help you with this. The district  

council works directly with the state and allows you to exhibit your leadership skills to other counties in the 

area. You will also meet new people and make friendships for a lifetime. The next district meetings will be held 

September 29 and November  24th  in  Clay  County  starting  at  5:30pm.  Let  Ms.  Crystal  know  if  you  are  

interested in being a part of the district council as you may be able to ride in the county van if nothing conflicts 

with the 4-H schedule. 
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Many clubs have “caps” which means the club is only open to a certain number of youth each year and returning 

youth take priority.  If you were a member of a club last year that is not listed below you need to contact your leader 

for enrollment as you are already one of that club’s members and can re-enroll with your club. If you are moving to 

another club or are new to 4-H you need to call an open club as soon as possible because some of the clubs only have a 

very minimal number of openings. The following clubs have openings in the clubs: 

Putnam Razorbacks meets in Interlachen and will be active in the woodworking and photography projects this year. 

The club members are also active showing animals at the Putnam County Fair. This club is exciting and active 

throughout the year. For more information on this club contact Karen Hoover at 386-684-2967. 

Interlachen Wranglers 

  4-H Club Openings 

Putnam Razorbacks 

Interlachen Wranglers is a well established club that participates in livestock projects.  Interlachen Wranglers will 

meet the 2nd Friday of every month at the Masons Lodge in Palatka at 7:30 pm. Call leader for directions. This club 

is active in the fair and also participates in camping trips. Contact Ginger Eubanks at 386-328-2404 or 386-227-

0127 for more information on how to join this club. 
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Kountry Kids 

The Kountry Kids 4-H club meets at the Satsuma Fire Department on the second Tuesday of every month. This club 

will be active in the forestry project this year and youth interested in showing swine at the fair will also participate 

in additional swine education. The  club  has  plans  for  camping  trips  as  part  of  the  forestry  project  and  also  

participates in many community service activities. Call  leader  Mandy  Guthrie  at   386-649-9878  for  more  

information. 

Bardin Crusaders  
Bardin Crusaders is a fun and exciting club that has only a little space left in the club and are going to have their 

meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm at Midway Baptist Church in Bardin. Midway Baptist Church 

is the first church on the right off of Bardin Road. This club is participating in the photography and woodworking 

projects this year. Call Glenda Lee for more information at 386-328-5426. 
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 4-H Club Openings Cont. 
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The New Bostwick Horse Club has not had their informational meeting yet and is planning to meet at Southern Star 

Ranch. The club will be a horse specialty club so they will be involved with a horse project. If you love horses and 

want to be part of chartering a club then this club may be for you. The club has not yet on decided   a  name  or  set  

meeting date & time, so call today for more information. For more information contact Hillary Rizzi at 904-386-

0878 and find out how you can be part of chartering a club today!    

Independent/ At– Large  

New Bostwick Horse Club 

Independent/At Large youth are those youth enrolled in 4-H but work on the project of their choice on their own. 

There are specific requirements including attending County  Council  meetings  so  it  is  important  to  attend  the  

mandatory meeting on October 20, 2008 at 6:00pm. If you can find a club in your area that you are interested in I 

would suggest exhausting that first but if you can not meet on the days they meet or are not interested in the project 

they are doing, then maybe this is for you. You will still be expected to meet the same requirements as a youth in a 

club. For more information contact Crystal Fincher or Summer Tillman at 386-329-0318 and do not forget to attend 

the mandatory meeting.  

New Palatka Club 

The New Palatka Club met at Kelley Smith Elementary and  had  an  informational  meeting.  They  have  not  yet  

decided the club name and have a lot of youth interested  in  the  club  already. They  have  not   set   the   meeting   

location and meeting times just yet. Contact Lynn Chastain at 386-312-0311 to see how many openings they 

have and all other information.  

Nutty Barn 

The Nutty Barn 4-H Club meets in Hollister and sometimes at  Project  Play  in  Palatka.  The  first  meeting  was  

Saturday the 13th at Project Play but it is not too late to join this club. They will be enrolled in the gardening project 

this year and are ready to start planning and preparing their garden plot at the leader’s home. Contact Jackie 

Smith for more information at 386-325-6595. 

How Do Join One of the 4-H Clubs With Openings? 

So you found the club you want to join and want to know what  to  do  next.  First,  contact  the  4-H  club  leader  for  

information. Next, fill out and return your enrollment forms & a dollar for insurance to your new club leader. Finally, 

attend meetings and have a fun and exciting 4-H year. Don’t forget the importance of giving back to the community 

and citizenship throughout the year. Hope to see you soon!!! 
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Bardin Crusaders: We will be holding our 1st meeting on September 16th at 6:30 p.m. We are 

putting a cap on our membership at 30 members this year, if anyone is interested in joining they 

need to be at our 1st meeting! We are very excited about starting our new year!!   

County Council: We had a banquet on August 15th at the Ag Center. We had over a hundred 

people attend and a lot of wonderful food. Our theme was Hawaiian. We passed out awards for 

different events and  recognized  many  people for their time and cooperation. It was fun and we 

look forward to our new officers that were put into place at the banquet. Submitted by: Magen 

Plymel 

Interlachen Wranglers: We have had a great summer. We had four club members go to Camp 

Ocala: Jodi Powers, Codi Powers, Danyelle Kluge and Marta Waters. Everyone had a great time.  

Dakota  Arthur was suppose to attend, but was unable do  to  having  emergency surgery  and  in  

the  hospital. He has recovered and is doing well. We went on our end of the year trip August 

15th through 17th 2008 to Elite Resort in Salt Springs. We stayed in cabins which were very 

nice. We had a scavenger hunt and played the teambuilding game, Stranded on an island. We 

plan to do this again. We are gearing up for the new year to start, we will have several new kids 

in our group and we look forward to another great year. Interlachen Wranglers would like to 

wish our graduating senior Justin Eubanks the best in everything he does in life. Interlachen 

Wranglers will meet the 2nd Friday of every month at the Masons Lodge in Palatka at 7:30 pm. 

Call leader for directions.  

Kountry Kids: During our last meeting we elected our  new  officers  for  the  2008-2009  year.   

Different members of our group brought  a dish for everyone to eat. We decided that this year we 

will work with forestry. We also raised enough money to purchase pig scales for this year. Our 

group looks forward to increasing our number of members. Submitted by: Macie Saucerman 

Krazy Kids:  This past year we had 18 active members.  We had 15 members show hogs this 

year at the county fair. We were able to work in our Swine record books and the majority of our 

kids received rewards for their books. Our end of the year trip in June was an evening of food 

and entertainment.  We all met at Steak and Shake in St. Augustine for a great dinner.  We then 

went to Anastasia Bowling Lanes for the “cosmic bowling”. Everyone had a great time. Our club 

was very excited to be named “Club of the Year” at  the  county  banquet  this  year.  We  were  

honored because we know there are many other clubs out there that do so much work. We are 

looking forward to our new year.  We are still booked with an  enrollment  of  20 and  will   be  

meeting on the 1st Thursdays and 3rd Sundays of each month.  The Thursday meetings are our 

actual business meetings and  the  Sunday  meetings  are  strictly  project  meetings.  Report  

submitted by:  Ashley Adams 

Nutty Barn:  Nutty Barn’s first meeting was September 13 at Project Play . Some of the things 

that took  place  were  installation  and  election  of  officers,  planning  of  goals ,  old  member  

testimonials to new members, social and exercise time.  

*All club news is reported at County Council each month if you can’t make it please send your 

club news to 111 Yelvington Road, East Palatka, 32131, Attn:Crystal Fincher. 
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Leaders Meetings 

The next Leader’s meeting is September 30th at 

6:00pm. Leader’s meetings are normally scheduled for 

the last Tuesday of every month from 6:00-8:30 but 

starting in November the meetings will be the same 

night as County Council, the first Tuesday of the 

month unless otherwise stated. The next few meetings 

are scheduled for October 28th (enrollment forms due), 

November 6th (I know it is the following week but we 

will have an educational program and get on the 

County Council Schedule). This is important so we can 

pass time sensitive information to our 4-H members in 

a timely manner. Thanks for everything you do to keep 

the 4-H program running. 

Positions Needed 

Volunteer Corner 

As we all know the 4-H Program can always use volunteers for all different types of  activities and programs. The 

following are a list of specific volunteer positions that need to be filled. Volunteers are the Heart of the 4-H program 

and we can not make it happen without you! 

Livestock Judging Coach 

The Putnam County 4-H program is looking for someone with a passion for youth and a knowledge base for livestock 

judging. This person would work closely with the 4-H agent to teach youth about things such as evaluating livestock, 

oral reasons and animal breeds. This wonderful person would be expected to meet with youth at least once a month 

to start with and more frequently as the state 4-H judging contest approaches in April. This is an excellent way for 

you to pass on your wisdom to the youth. Even if you only have knowledge with one species or in a specific area you 

can still teach just sections to the youth. 

Horse Judging Coach 

Do you have a love for horses and the knowledge to go with it? The 4-H program needs you! Come out and get the 

opportunity to learn about horses while teaching youth the basics. The Horse Judging Coach would be expected to go 

to workshops with the youth and teach them about information such as horse breeds, different types of disciplines 

and more. If you want to only coach one aspect of the horse judging information give us a call and we can work that 

out. 

4-H Club and Project Leaders 

If you have a desire to help with youth in any capacity, or have an interest in a  specific  project  area,  then  club  or  

project leader may be the job for you. We, unfortunately, lost a couple of clubs this  year  because  they  did  not  have 

adults to step up and organize the clubs. Project leaders are not responsible for organizing the entire club but just the 

project that the youth are participating in. If you have an interest we  can  team  you  up  with  youth  interested  in  

learning that project. 

County and District Events Co-Organizer 

Do you love to have youth participate in public speaking, demonstrations, share the fun, poster and photo contest but 

do not want the long term commitment of a club? This volunteer position is for you! Help coordinate and organize 

county and district events which includes registration, awards and this year an extra competition. This is always 

loads of fun so call today for more information!!! 

These are just a few positions needed, if you want to volunteer in any way please contact the 4-H office 

at 386-329-0318.  
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Another 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor  

Certification Opportunity 

A weekend 4-H Shooting Sports Volunteer Training has 

been scheduled at YMCA Camp McConnell, November 

14-16, 2008 for all interested faculty, 4-H volunteers, 

and teen leaders. Participants will have the choice of 

being certified during the weekend training in one of the 

following disciplines:  Archery, Hunting, Muzzle loading, 

Rifle or Shotgun.  The cost for the training is $85 and 

covers meals, lodging, insurance, and supplies.  Checks 

need to be payable to  “Polk  County  4-H  Advisory  

Committee.”  Please note the registration deadline is      

Thursday,  October  23, 2008  to  Polk   County   

Extension Office.    



 

  

September 2008 

 
Monday 1  New 4-H Enrollment Began 

Tuesday 2  Was our First County Council Meeting 

Thursday 25  New Families Meeting, 6:00pm at Ag Center 

Monday 29  District Council Meeting, 5:30pm at Clay County Extension 

Tuesday 30  Leaders Meeting, 6:00pm at Ag Center  

 

 

October 2008 

 
2-5   Southern Region Leaderõs Forum, Rock Eagle, GA 

Tuesday 7  County Council 6:30pm (call for location) 

Monday 20  Mandatory Meeting for At Large/Independent Youth, 6:00pm 

Wednesday 22  Deadline to register for Cloverbud Round-up 

Thursday 23  Deadline to sign up for Shooting Sports Instructor Training to 

   Polk County 4-H Office 

Saturday 25  Enchanted Ravines 

Tuesday 28  Leaderõs Meeting, 6pm at Ag Center 

Friday 31  Deadline to enroll in 4-H to exhibit animals at the Putnam 

   County Fair 

Friday 31  Deadline for youth to apply for Prudential Community Service 

   Award 
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*** Visit the Florida 4-H Website for additional State and National Calendar of Events.   

       www.florida4h.org  


